








EXTERNAL RELATIONS 

8 Clarkson Avenue 

Potsdam, New York 13699 

315-268-4499 

clarkson.edu 

 

April 8, 2021 
 
Hon. Congresswoman Elise Stefanik 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2211 Rayburn Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Stefanik, 
 
Clarkson University loves ice hockey. And the North Country loves ice hockey – and some figure skating and 
curling, too, making ice-plex facilities a common gathering place and rallying point across your entire 
District #21.   
 
Our alumnus Timothy Rizzo, PE ’98, perpetuates our hockey DNA as a past Clarkson student in Potsdam and 
now a leader in Johnstown in Fulton County. He is spearheading a sentimental project inspired by Mrs. 
Cleland, his kindergarten arts teachers, to complete a recreational facility for community winter sports. 
 
We know that Clarkson’s Cheel Arena in Potsdam, built in 1990 and named in honor of the legendary  Helen 
Snell Cheel -- the daughter of North Country Congressman, House Minority Leader and Clarkson Board Chair 
Bertrand H. Snell -- has been a magnet for community development and regional economic impact through 
the Golden Knights men’s and women’s collegiate schedules as well as hosting numerous youth ice 
competitions, practices, etc. ranging from youth hockey to open skates and ice dancing to the World 
University Games coming in January 2023.  Our 50+ NCAA game nights a year with 4,000+ fans is a key part 
of the $348 million in economic impact Clarkson brings the region.   In our more rural communities, places 
like Cheel Arena are an unparalleled location for congregation of large scale events ranging from our own 
commencement exercises to supporting registration for the Collegiate Bassmaster Championship this 
summer to dueling pianos on the arena floor for a large-scale fundraiser for Hospice of St. Lawrence Valley 
to serving as a Red Cross Shelter in times of need. It is a place where the community comes together.  
 
As the stewards for Cheel Arena, we are supportive of the proposal Mr. Rizzo has prepared for a Recreation 
Center through the Community Project Funding to bring the same kind of energy and economic 
opportunities to his community in Johnstown, Fulton County that adds to the quality of life for residents and 
brings new sources of tourism to the region.  If I can provide further advocacy from Clarkson about the 
value of ice rinks in serving local youth, collegiate sports and tourism, please do not hesitate to reach out.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly O. Chezum ‘04 
Vice President for External Relations, Clarkson University 
Mom to #31, St. Lawrence Steel 16U Goalie That Skates Throughout District #21  
and Looks Forward to Competing in Johnstown 
 
cc:  Timothy Rizzo ‘98  













The Lexington Foundation, 465 N. Perry Street, Johnstown, NY 12095     www.thearlexingtonfoundation.org  

 
 
 
 
Hon. Congresswoman Elise Stefanik 
U.S. House of Representatives  
2211 Rayburn Office Building,  
Washington, DC 20515 
 
April 13, 2021 
 
Dear Congresswoman Stefanik,  
 
Lexington is proud of the men and women we support and the determination and 
commitment they have to participate in a wide variety of sports. Our athletes compete in 
basketball, volleyball, bowling, water skiing, downhill skiing, archery and many other 
adaptive sports throughout the year. They participate in Special Olympics and work with 
number of adaptive sports centers to provide opportunities for these athletes. These 
centers are distant from our location and limit the number of people that can participate.  
 
The project being proposed by Mr. Tim Rizzo for the Fulton County Recreational Center 
Ice Plex would be a great asset to the region and especially to the men, women and 
children with disabilities supported by Lexington. We foresee many unique opportunities 
for a wide range of people who participate in winter activities and we are sure that many 
of the facilities could support adaptive sports.  
 
Lexington and our athletes strongly support the proposal as it begins to take shape and 
look forward to many exciting competitions and experiences at the Fulton County 
Recreational Center Ice Plex.  
 
Sincerely,   
 

Wally 
 
Wally Hart, Executive Director 
Lexington Foundation  

http://www.thearlexingtonfoundation.org/


 

 

 

New York State Amateur Hockey Association is an Affiliate Member of USA Hockey Inc.  

www.usahockey.com/new york 

J o e  B a u d o  

 NYSAHA President 

USA Hockey District Director 

                57 Countrygate Lane  I  Tonawanda, NY 14150-6200 
                  Phone & Fax 716-694-0I82   joe.baudo@nysaha.com 
 
 

 
  

     May 27, 2022 

 

 Empire State Development 

 Once Commence Plaza 

 Albany NY 12245 

 

Gentlemen: 

 

The NYSAHA is in support of a new facitlity in the Mohwak Valley area of New York State. A new 

facitlity will allow more youth, girls and adults to particiapate in our wonderful game. 

 

 

Yours in Hockey 

 New York State Amateur Hockey Association, Inc. 

   Joe Baudo 
Joe Baudo  

President 

 District Director 

 

    cc: NYSAHA Board of Directors 

 

 

                                  

mailto:joe.baudo@nysaha.com
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